
 

 

   

 

EL SOLDADO:  A LEGACY OF MILITARY SERVICE 

 

Latinos in Military History

HELP MAKE 

THE DREAM A

REALITY 

Donations of $25 are   
encouraged, but any 

amount is appreciated! 
Donate today at: 

www.el-soldado.org 

Jose Montoya poses with a toy bazooka, sitting with fellow RCAF comrades. 

Jose Montoya, Korean War Veteran, poet, artist and civil rights activist.     
Montoya was one of the most influential Chicano bilingual poets and was          
Sacramento’s poet laureate.  He was inspired by art, Mexican culture, and the    
Chicano Rights Movement in the early 1970s. So moved by the challenges faced by 
Mexican migrant workers during that time, as well as his own childhood experience 
of field labor, Montoya founded the Rebel Chicano Art Front, later renamed the 
Royal Chicano Air Force (RCAF) .  The RCAF consisted of artists and members of 
the Chicano community which supported the activities of Cesar Chavez and helped 
to advance the cause of the United Farm Worker's movement. The RCAF under 
Montoya and his artist comrades produced countless silk screen posters and      
organized numerous cultural, educational, and political activities in the Sacramento 
area and well beyond California. 
 
CalVet salutes Jose Montoya for his service to the military, his significant           
contributions to the world of art, and his unyielding dedication to the Latino    
American community. 
 
 
Have a Latino-inspired photo or story? We would love to hear from you! Send it our 
way to minorityveterans@calvet.ca.gov. 
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