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CalVet would like to highlight the contributions of one of El Soldado’s most dedicated 
advocates, United States Navy Veteran Pedro Hernandez. Hernandez, a       
California Native, has continuously fought for different movements that supported the 
United States, social change, and the Latino Community. He is especially noteworthy 
for his service to the U.S. Navy during the Vietnam War (1965-1968), where he 
served as an air crewmen and radioman; his aid to Cesar Chavez as a bodyguard; and 

his participation in the Royal Chicano Air force (RCAF). As a participant, Hernandez 

produced silk screen posters (Hernandez’s medium for art) and took part in      

numerous cultural, educational, and political activities across California which   
supported the activities of Cesar Chavez and helped to advance the cause of the 

United Farm Worker's movement.  
 
Hernandez continues to support the Latino and Veteran community by serving as El 
Soldado’s Honorary Historian (since 2010). As a Latino Veteran, his desire for the  
Memorial’s restoration goes beyond the physical and measurable updates; his desire 
for restoration means honoring Latino Veterans and Servicemembers—past and     
present, embodying Latino culture, and respecting the Mexican War Mother’s vision 
that started over 70 years ago.     
 
Thank you, Pedro, for your boundless energy and commitment to Veterans of all  
backgrounds and to the Latino Community!   
 
Have a Latino-inspired photo or story? We would love to hear from you! Send it our 
way to minorityveterans@calvet.ca.gov. 

P. Hernandez (kneeling right) during his service in the U.S. 

Navy. 
Recently taken of P. Hernandez, courtesy of Thomas Moralez. 
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