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California Central Coast Veterans Cemetery 
 

Monument Inscription Application 
 
The California Central Coast Veterans Cemetery (CCCVC) provides two options for memorializing eligible veterans 
and dependents: 1) placement of cremated remains in above-ground, columbarium niches with engraved niche 
cover; and 2) listing on a Memorial Wall marker.  In both cases, the name and other information about the veteran 
and dependent(s) are engraved on a flat piece of granite, which is affixed over the niche opening, or on the 
Memorial Wall. P lease bring this form on the day of interment – do not mail it in ahead of time. 
 
NICHES:  Each niche is 10” wide by 14” high by 18” deep, and is designed to hold 2-3 standard-sized urns; a 
veteran and spouse/dependent are placed in the same niche.  Niche covers are made of gray granite, and 
completely cover the niche opening.  The family submits the niche cover inscription request (this form) to CCCVC 
on the day of interment, and CCCVC places the order with the US Department of Veterans Affairs (USDVA).  It 
typically takes 6-8 weeks for the engraved niche cover to be delivered to CCCVC. 
 
MEMORIAL WALL MARKERS:  Each marker is 7¾” high by 11¼” wide, made of gray granite, and is affixed to 
the Memorial Wall.  Memorial markers are only for eligible deceased veterans, spouses and dependent children 
whose remains were not recovered or identified; who were buried at sea; who donated their body to science; or 
who had their remains scattered.  After eligibility is established and the family submits the inscription request to 
CCCVC, Cemetery staff will submit the request to USDVA.  It typically takes approximately one month to receive 
the engraved marker.  The words “In Memory of” are mandatory and precede the authorized inscription data.      
 
INSCRIPTIONS:  For both niche covers and memorial markers, mandatory items for inscription are: 
legal/given name, branch of service, year of birth, and year of death.  More than one branch of service is 
permitted, subject to space availability.  Optional items that may be inscribed are: highest military rank; war-
period service (service in war zone not required); an authorized religious emblem (see Emblem List); and valor 
awards (documentation is required-see Valor Award List).  Additional items may be inscribed, at Government 
expense, subject to approval, below the standard inscription and subject to space limitations. These may be terms 
of endearment, nicknames, titles, etc.; see attached photos for examples. Except for the Medal of Honor or other 
authorized emblems, no graphics, emblems or pictures are permitted on Government monuments. 
 
PRECEDENCE: The cremated remains of a deceased spouse/dependent may be placed in a niche even if the 
veteran is still alive.  In this case, the niche cover would be engraved with the veteran’s name and branch of 
service at the top, and the spouse/dependent’s name and years of birth and death beneath the veteran’s 
information.  When the veteran passes, the Cemetery will order a new niche cover, adding the veteran’s branch of 
service and years of birth and death (mandatory items), as well as other optional information, depending on space, 
as described above.  If a veteran passes before a spouse, the niche cover will be engraved with mandatory and 
optional information about the veteran; however, when the spouse passes, a new niche cover will include the 
spouse’s name and years of birth and death.   
 
PLEASE NOTE: Incomplete/inaccurate information on this application may result in its return to the applicant 
and/or delay in receipt of niche cover or marker. This form must be completely filled out, signed and received by 
the Cemetery prior to, or on the day of, interment unless other arrangements have been made. If this form is 
not received on the day of the interment, it will be submitted without a religious emblem or 
additional inscription and with the first name, middle initial and last name of the decedent. 
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PRIVACY NOTIFICATION 
The Information Practices Act of 1977 (Civil Code Section 1798.17) and the Federal Privacy Act (Public Law 93-579) require that this notice be 
provided when collecting personal information from individuals.  The California Department of Veterans Affairs, Veterans Services Division, is 
requesting the information for the purposes of identification, and to determine eligibility for benefits under the provisions of California Code of 
Regulations Title 12 §461.  Individuals may visit the Monterey County Military and Veterans Affairs Office (information above) to review their 
personal records during normal business hours.  Providing the requested information is voluntary.  Failure to provide the requested information 
may result in the delay, or denial of benefits. 
 

MONUMENT INSCRIPTION INFORMATION 
 
This request is for:     ______Niche Cover   or ______Memorial Wall Marker 
 
On behalf of (check all that apply):  ______Veteran          ________Spouse         _______Dependent 
 
Religious Emblem (see list) optional    ____No          ____Yes (specify number/type)__________________ 
 
Name of Veteran, as it will appear on the monument 
(Nicknames are not authorized, but diminutives are acceptable, e.g. Mike for Michael) 
 

__________________________  ___________________   ______________________   _________ 
First    Middle (optional)        Last           Suffix (optional) 

 
Year of Birth_______________________ Year of Death_____________________________ 
 
Highest Rank optional__________________ Branch(es) of Service ______________________ 
 
War Period(s) optional   World War II     Korea     Vietnam     Persian Gulf     Iraq     Afghanistan      
 

Other______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Valor or Purple Heart Awards (see list) optional _____________________________________ 

 
Name of Spouse or Dependent 
 

__________________________  ___________________   ______________________   _________ 
First    Middle (optional)        Last           Suffix (optional) 

 
Year of Birth_______________________ Year of Death_____________________________ 

 
Additional Inscription – The availability of space for an additional inscription depends upon inclusion of 
optional items such as war service and valor awards.  Cemetery staff will try to accommodate requests for 
personal inscriptions, but cannot guarantee inclusion.  See attached image for examples. 
 
 
 

            

 
 
 

            

 
 
 

            

 
Authorization – The signature of the next of kin or authorized representative is required. 
 
 
____________________________________   _________________________________ _________ 

      Name and Relationship        Signature          Date 
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Examples of niche covers from the Northern California Veterans Cemetery in Igo, California. 
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Valor Award List 
This list below represents valor awards that may be recognized on a niche cover or memorial 
marker.  Documentation is required for these awards; Cemetery staff can assist with 
identification of awards on military discharge or separation documents to establish eligibility. 
List is in order of precedence.  In some cases, two or more of the same award may be duly 
noted (e.g. PH & OLC). Please note that World War II veterans who were awarded the Combat 
Infantryman’s Badge (CIB) or Combat Medical Badge (CMB) are automatically entitled to a 
Bronze Star Medal designation (Sec. 3.15.d(2) of AR-60-8-22, 11 Dec. 2006). 
 

Award Short Description 
for Engraving 

Medal of Honor Medal of Honor 
Distinguished Service Cross DSC 
Navy Cross NC 
Air Force Cross AFC 
Defense Distinguished Service Medal DDSM 
Distinguished Service Medal DSM 
Merchant Marine Distinguished Service Medal MMDSM 
Silver Star Silver Star 
Defense Superior Service Medal DSSM 
Legion of Merit LM 
Distinguished Flying Cross DFC 
Soldiers Medal SM 
Navy & Marine Corps Medal N&MCM 
Airman’s Medal AMNM 
Coast Guard Medal CGM 
Bronze Star Medal BSM 
Purple Heart PH 
Merchant Marine Mariner’s Medal MMMM 
Defense Meritorious Service Medal DMSM 
Meritorious Service Medal MSM 
Merchant Marine Meritorious Service Medal MMMSM 
Air Medal AM 
Joint Service Commendation Medal JSCM 
Army Commendation Medal ARCOM 
Navy Commendation Medal NCM 
Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal NMCCM 
Air Force Commendation Medal AFCM 
Coast Guard Commendation Medal CGCM 
Commendation Ribbon CR 
Army Achievement Medal AAM 
Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal NMCAM 
Air Force Achievement Medal AFAM 
Coast Guard Achievement Medal CGAM 
Prisoner of War Medal POWM 
Prisoner of War POW 
Ex-Prisoner of War EX-POW 
Killed in Action KIA 
Missing in Action MIA 
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Emblems List 
Emblems are optional items for niche covers and markers. The list below is accurate as of 1 August 2016. Visit 
http://www.cem.va.gov/hmm/emblems.asp to see these images more clearly. 
 

 

http://www.cem.va.gov/hmm/emblems.asp
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