
CalVet Disabled Veteran Business Enterprise (DVBE)
Advisory Council
Meeting Minutes, Oct 17, 2013
Medal of Honor Hall
CalVet, 1227 O Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

Participants        
DVBE Advisory Council Members 

Chuck Forrest, Bob Mulz, Albert Renteria, Cheryl Brandt, Robert Vermillion, Richard Judd, Jack Jernigan, Bill Driscoll, Don Gonneville, William Schroyer,  Sandy Schneeberger, Marty Keller, Rene Cota
Absent DVBE Advisory Council Members 

 *Dave Dickey, *Ken Shoemake, *Eric Miller, *Valerie Lewis, *Kevin O’Connor, Rodger Reed    
 * Council member gave prior notification of their absence.

CalVet
Michael Wells, Undersecretary Operations, CalVet
Keith Boylan, Deputy Secretary, Veterans Service Division (VSD)

J.P. Tremblay, Deputy Secretary, Communications

Angela Yamamoto, Operations Manager, VSD
Robert Beamer, DVBE Outreach Coordinator, VSD

Stewart MacKenzie, Special Programs Manager, VSD
John Anderson, DVBE Outreach Coordinator, VSD
Dave Gerard, Assistant Deputy Secretary, Capital Assets and Facilities Management
Gloria Anderson, SB/DVBE Advocate
Gary Bonin, Loan Production Operations Manager, Farm and Home Loans
Department of General Services (DGS)
Danetta Jackson, Manager, Acting Chief, Office of Small Business and DVBE Services (OSDS)
Charles Devore, Legislative Liaison, Procurement Division
Guests 

Lorie Okamoto, Diversity Manager, Sacramento Municipal Utility District
Copy of guest sign-in sheet is available upon request. 

Standing Committees: CPUC, Legislation, Membership, Outreach & Education and Procurement – committee meeting times are scheduled by the committee chair.
Introduction of New Members

Robert Beamer introduced and swore in the following new member:

William Schroyer, Titan DVBE

Welcome and Introductions 
Bob Mulz led the pledge of allegiance.

Chuck Forrest then asked council members and visitors to introduce themselves. 
· Approval of Minutes ~ Aug 20, 2013 Meeting
Motion: Rene Cota, Second: Sandy Schneeberger 
Minutes were approved.     
Business Items

· Veterans Homes Report, Dave Gerard, Assistant Deputy Secretary, Capital Assets and Facilities Management
The best opportunity for DVBEs at the current time is service and maintenance contracts at Fresno, Redding and Yountville.
The following Capital Outlay Projects are currently underway.
•
Central Plant Renovation - Yountville Veterans Home; Preliminary Plan Phase

•
Chilled Water Distribution Renovation – Yountville Veterans Home; Preliminary Plan Phase 

•
Steam System Repair – Yountville Veterans Home; Preliminary Plan Phase

Discussion

DGS was offered the Plans and Drawing Phase of the plant restoration, chilled water and steam system projects and they accepted it. There will be DVBE participation in the three projects which have a total value of $20 million. They will be broken down into three projects due to funding requirements. It is estimated that work will begin in the next 12-18 months.
California Veteran Community Cemetery (CVCC) Monterey is currently raising donations required for the Preliminary Plan and Working Drawing Phase. The state has funded the project and is shooting for federal funding to be approved in October. If federal funding is not approved then no progress will be made for one year.
In May, the Public Works Board approved the West LA Veterans Home Kitchen Build and it is in the Preliminary Plan stage. The home was built without a kitchen and it has been determined that it will be needed for the 396 residents and staff. Construction costs will be $2.0 million with $1.9 million in equipment. DVBE participation will be encouraged.

DGS Office of Small Business and Disabled Veterans Business Enterprises (OSDS) – Danetta Jackson, Acting Chief
All information presented was collected on August 6, 2013

Certified DVBEs – 1382

Certified DVBEs with Small Business Certifications – 1243

Certified DVBEs without Small Business Certifications - 136

Certified SB/DVBEs – 20,319

Legislation

AB 173 Weber – Chaptered: Extends the SB/DVBE Option to the University of California, California State University and the California Community College systems. 
SB 297 Roth – Passed the Senate 39 to 0: Increases the DVBE participation rate from 3% to 5%.
SB 719 Correa – Passed Senate 39 to 0, House Committee 9 to 0: Requires FI$CAL to automatically report DVBE participation from the Agencies to the Department of General Services. 
Two Year Bill
SB733 Block – Passed Senate 39 to 0: DVBE Utilization Plan
For information on current legislation go to: www.leg.info.ca.gov
DGS has scheduled meetings with 10 State Agencies that need to improve their SB/DVBE participation. The purpose of the meeting is to find ways to improve their results.

DGS is currently revising the Small Business regulations. In April, 2013, DGS published the new DVBE regulations. 
· Update on Advocate Workshops, Advocates Steering Committee
John Anderson, DVBE Outreach & Education Coordinator 

The Advocates met on July 17, 2013.  Wayne Gross completed his excellent presentation on certification and how it impacts Advocates in searching for SB/DVBEs. Advocates from Caltrans and the Board of Equalization stated that they are having trouble finding DVBEs. The CalVet DVBE team will be working with these advocates to assist them in their search. The next Advocates Meeting will be October 23, 2013 in the Executive Dining Room at DGS HQ in West Sacramento. 

The CalVet DVBE Team is still searching for a replacement for the Chair of the SB/DVBE Advocates Steering Committee. 
· Update on Events and the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) and Investor Owned Utilities (IOUs). Robert Beamer, DVBE Outreach and Education Coordinator
The upcoming outreach events are:

Nov 1 – Elite LA “Turning Contacts into Contracts”

Nov 4-5 - San Diego Elite Matchmaking and Business EXPO

November 7 – CPUC En Banc, San Francisco

November 7 – DVBE Alliance Veterans Day Breakfast and Business Summit
November 7, CHSRA Strategic Partner Signing Ceremony

November 8 – Riverside PTAC Veterans EXPO
November 12 – SWVBRC Business EXPO, Perris

Nov 14 – SACPAC Connecting Points, Citrus Heights

Nov 13 - SARA Awards, Citrus Heights
The IOUs will release their Supplier Diversity Reports (participation rates) for Calendar Year 2012. If you wish to see results, go to: 

http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUC/supplierdiversity/
The consolidated report will be published in November, 2013.

Deputy Secretary Update

This was the first meeting of the DVBE Advisory Council for the new Deputy Secretary of Veteran Services. He decided not to give an update but to go to committee reports. He stated that he had read the minutes and noticed that attendance for the previous meeting was not good. Several of the same people were not in this meeting and thus they had lost 6 months of participation to the council.
The reason he wanted to go straight to committee reports is that several of the committee chairmen were absent for both meetings. He stated that the committee system was designed to keep the council moving forward in between meetings
Mackenzie gave history of resolutions by the council. Reviewed actions 
A discussion about the turbulence of CalVet leadership ensued and ite impact on the council
During the committee reports the Deputy Secretary pointed out several principals;

1. Operating guidelines keep you running reinstated the committee. With policies and procedures in place, the council would function in spite of turnover.
2. Outreach and Education should be the busiest committee on the Advisory Council

3.  Membership evaluation needed to be update with input to the Operating guidelines.
The website “CalVet Connect” will provide a geo centric portal for veterans’ benefits and other veterans’ benefits in California. CalVet has been developing the site for several years and has issued a contract for its completion.
A completion date has not been determined.
Business/Discussion Items  

· Committee Reports 
Legislative – Ken Shoemake was absent and no report was given. Please see the DGS presentation for an update on current legislation

Membership – No openings at this time.
Outreach – Jack Jernigan stated that they are looking to find a high profile DVBE spokesperson but has had no luck at all. It has been difficult to get passed the celebrity gatekeepers. He will be asking Chuck Ashman of Business Match Making for assistance.
Procurement – Bob Mulz states that AB 173 (Weber, State Assembly San Diego) will allow the California State University, University of California and the California Community College systems to use the SB/DVBE Option. This will open up a lot of business to the DVBEs. (Note: The Governor signed the bill on September 9, 2013) 
Kevin O’Connor, also a member of the Procurement Committee, expressed an interest in being able to track awards using the SB/DVBE Option. Gloria Anderson will be sending him instructions. 

CPUC – Bob Beamer again stated that he would try to coordinate with the committee before the next meeting. The committee has become a victim of its success. Now, IOUs are working with DVBEs at the chapter level. This approach has been highly successful. Bob Beamer will be asking the committee for new objectives. 
Bob Beamer reminded everyone that a new legislative session was coming and he would be seeking recommendations for next year. Also, the council would discuss this in detail at the next meeting with someone from CalVet Legislative Affairs.

· Council Forum: Member Reports
Bob Mulz stated that the Elite SDVOBN and San Diego Gas and Electric have funded a $15,000 scholarship for a veteran to go to California State University San Diego. He requests nominations be emailed to him and a selection board will be convened to review the nominations.
· Public Comments

(Limited to three minutes per speaker, the Council will not comment)

No one spoke.
· Closing Remarks & Next Meeting Dates 
Chuck Forrest, Next Meeting: 
October 17, 2013 – CalVet, Sacramento with VTC at West LA and Chula Vista Veterans Home
 Adjournment 
Any questions please contact: 

Robert Beamer
DVBE Outreach and Education Coordinator 

robert.beamer@calvet.ca.gov
916 503.8375









PAGE  
2

