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Minutes from 3rd Quarter Meeting 

Date:  July 17, 2014 Time: 10:00 – 3:00 pm Meeting Location: 
Medal of Honor Hall   HQ 

  DVBE Advisory Council Meeting 

  Attendees 

Council Members: 
Rene Cota,  Bill Driscoll, Chuck Forrest, Richard Judd, Marty Keller (Rich Dryden 
Alternate),  Kevin O’Connor, Sandy Schneeberger, William Schroyer, Robert Vermillion, 
Bob Mulz, Don Gonneville, Jack Jernigan 
VSD Staff: 
Keith Boylan, Angela Yamamoto, Robert Beamer, Stewart MacKenzie , John Anderson 
DGS:  Angel Carrera,  Tanya Little 
CalVet:  Pamela Rasada , Dave Gerard;  California High Speed Rail Authority:  Robert 
Padilla 
Guests:  Mike Sabellico, Levi Kinnard, Alex Galicia, Lori Okamoto, Reed Wilson, Paul 
Carter, Don Parks, Jeremy Johnson,  Paul Polowski, Stephen Ticknor, Cammy Ticknor, 
Corena Conley 
 Topics Covered In Meeting 

CalVet Overview – Keith Boylan,  Deputy Secretary, Veterans Services Division (VSD) 
 

Mr. Boylan announced the approval and implementation of the DVBE First Policy at CalVet.  All procurement 
and contracting staff are undergoing training on the policy, which applies to purchases less than $281,000.  The 
policy became effective July 1, 2014.   
Mr. Boylan announced the first annual CalVet sponsored Veterans Forum and Business Matchmaking event 
will take place October 1, 2014, at DGS headquarters in West Sacramento. 
 
Bagley-Keene Overview – Pamela Rasada, Administrative Officer, Interagency Council on 
Veterans 
Ms. Rasada presented an overview of the current edition of the Bagley-Keene Act emphasizing the goal is to 
help the public gain access to government meetings, have their voice heard, and ensure transparency in 
government business. Ms. Rasada emphasized Bagley-Keene applies to a State body when:  

• A majority of members are virtually or physically present 
• A majority of members are communicating electronically or through intermediaries 
• committee and subcommittee meetings where less than a quorum is present 

(The only exception is for a committee that consists of fewer than three persons) 
• Agenda items must have “Action Item” in front of any topic the council is going to take action on 
• Members cannot use their status on the Council for personal gain 
• The Public enforces the Bagley-Keene Act 
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CA High Speed Rail Update – Robert Padilla, Small Business Advocate, California High Speed Rail 
 

Mr. Padilla presented an update on the status of the contract projects awarded and out to bid. He emphasized 
that High Speed Rail is a huge and long term project investing in the changing landscape of transportation in 
California, with 30% of the spend committed to Small Business (SB) and 3% committed to DVBEs. Contract 
Project 1, awarded in June 2014, involves 168 SB and 26 DVBE statewide. California High Speed Rail is 
currently:    

• Setting up a “compliance unit” in Fresno to monitor and report on all dollars spent on contracts. 
• Finalizing a “Community Benefits Agreements” to ensure 30% disadvantaged worker hire compliance. 

Veterans are classified as a disadvantaged group and disadvantaged businesses. 
• All contracts require hiring at current prevailing wage (i.e. union scale). 

Cemetery & Veterans Homes Update – David Gerard, Assistant Deputy Secretary, Capital Assets and 
Facilities Management 
 

Mr. Gerard reported both the Redding and Fresno Veterans homes have activated their Skilled Nursing Units.  
This is a huge step toward providing acute medical care to veterans 24 hours a day. He also reported that 
currently:  

• West LA is speeding up construction on the kitchen, which is a six million dollar contract expected to 
go to bid in February 2015. 

• The cemetery at Fort Ord is now requesting bids for this nine million dollar build-out. 
Mr. Gerard  emphasized the Capitol Asset Management team at CalVet maintains an aggressive SB/DVBE 
First Policy, and uses certified SB/DVBE from the BidSync database. 
 
Advocates Update – Bob Beamer, DVBE Outreach Advocate 
Mr. Beamer reported the Advocate training program has greatly improved the quality of the training 
available for State SB/DVBE Advocates.  The mentor program has successfully graduated 4 
Advocates, with 12 more in training and on track to graduate. 
 

DGS Update – Tanya Little, DGS  
 

Ms. Little provided an update on the Office of Small Business and DVBE Services’ (OSDS) progress 
towards its preparations for migrating SB/DVBE certification to the Financial Information Systems of 
California (FI$Cal) in July 2015. OSDS has extended 8,254 SB certifications to 2016, another 4,443 
SB certifications will be extended to 2017, and 1,415 DVBE certifications were extended through 
either 2016 or 2017. 
DGS Update – Angel Carrera, DGS  
 

Mr. Carrera presented an update on the outreach events scheduled for the remainder of 2014. 
• August 13 – Navy Gold Coast at San Diego 
• August 18 -  Contacts into Contracts Camp at Pendleton 
• October 1 – CalVet Veterans Business Forum at DGS HQ 
• October 24 – Contacts into Contracts at Los Angeles So Cal Gas 

Lunch  12:00 – 1:00 p.m. 

Advisory Council Appointments – Keith Boylan,  Deputy Secretary, VSD 
 

Mr. Boylan reported he is still reviewing the applications submitted for the vacant Council positions 
and will make decisions in about a month. He wants to reach out to all 1500+ DVBEs before he fills 
the vacancies and re-appoints any current members to successive terms. The membership committee 
may review the applications and send comments to Deputy Secretary Boylan. 
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Committee Reports – Committee Chair 
 

Procurement Committee - Bob Mulz reported: 
• The committee is ensuring FI$CAL be responsive to DVBE searches 
• Reciprocity agreements with local government agencies have access to the DVBE program 
Action Item: 
• The Committee will work with DGS to clarify the difference between “spend” and “awarded” 

dollars when reporting state spending and report progress at the October meeting 
 
Legislation Committee - William Schroyer reported: 

• The Prompt Payment Act changed with the passage of SB 856 to reduce the interest rate paid 
on past due invoices to contractors.  DGS and the Small Business Council do not have plans to 
return to the previously paid rates 

Action Item: 
• The Committee will recommend, at the October meeting, deletion of language in the Military 

& Veterans Code regarding a veteran’s family contract eligibility upon the death or permanent 
disability of the eligible veteran, in order to protect the veterans family from immediate 
financial hardship 

 
CPUC Committee - Rene Cota reported: 

• Meeting with Southern California Management team to discuss a contractor Management 
Program 

Action Items: 
• The Committee will design a new Joint Utilities Working Group Plan based upon calendar year 

2013 Investor Owned Utilities participation results, and present the draft at the October 
meeting 

• The Committee is preparing a Contractor Management Plan based on the PG&E model and 
will present their draft plan at the October meeting 

• The Committee is requesting assistance from Deputy Secretary Boylan, in the next 30days, to 
schedule a meeting with CPUC Commissioner Sandoval and discuss contracting opportunities 
for DVBEs 
  

Outreach and Education Committee - Jack Jernigan reported: 
• The Committee is making progress developing a media-marketing plan  
Action Item: 
• The committee will submit a media-marketing plan to the Council at the October meeting 

 
Operating Guidelines Committee - Don Gonneville reported: 

•  The Committee’s positions regarding eligibility for council members is that all council 
members should be currently certified DVBEs and represent a veteran constituency. 

• The Committee’s position on Alternate Council members, is they not have voting rights on the 
Council 

Action Item:  
• The Committee will draft an issue paper by September 30, for the Deputy Secretary, requesting 

a full Council discussion on member eligibility requirements, and submit at the October 
meeting 

 
Membership Committee – John Anderson reported: 

• The council applications are in the hands of the Deputy Secretary for review and approval  
Action Item: 
• The committee will coordinate with CalVet Newsletter staff to publicize the vacant council 

positions for the October newsletter 
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Public comments 
Levi Kinnard commented on SB 839 as a lost opportunity for DVBEs and suggested the Council should revisit 
the legislation to push for passage in the Senate.  He also commented all Council members should be currently 
certified DVBE. 
 

VTC participants 
Bill Driscoll commented all Council members should be currently certified DVBEs. 

Closing Remarks & Next Meeting Dates – Sandy Schneeberger 
 

Next Meeting: October 16, 2014 – CalVet Headquarters, Sacramento 
Video Teleconferencing available at: West Los Angeles and Chula Vista Veterans Home 
 
 Adjournment  
 

For questions, please contact:  
John Anderson  
DVBE Outreach and Education Coordinator  
john.anderson@calvet.ca.gov   
 (916) 657-9354 

 
 
  

Next Meeting   October 16, 2014.     Medal of Honor Hall  Veterans Affairs HQ 
 The following topics will be discussed at the next meeting 

  Define Council Member constituency requirements 

  Council vacancies: non DVBE?  Non DVBE voting rights? 

  Expiring members invited to reapply letter 

  DVBE owners invitation letter to apply for council 

  Discussion on using gotyour6.org for celebrity spokespersons 

 

mailto:john.anderson@calvet.ca.gov

